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PREFACE. 



" They that feared the Lord nnke often one to another." Mai. 
iii. 16. 

Man is so constituted, that in all his investigations 
of truth and error, of whatever character the 
source may he from whence the evidence is derived, 
he is hound scrupulously to adhere to his own judg- 
ment so made, until such judgment is changed hy 
higher evidence ; unless determined to violate known 
duty. Hence those who, in their judgment, are 
opposed to the slave system, are hy duty necessitated 
to oppose it, so far as comes within their influence. 
Now we ohserve many who profess to stand precisely 
on this ground, and who lay full claim to the charac- 
ter of a well-wisher to the enslaved people of colour, 
and who desire a dissolution of those bonds by which 
they are holden ; but how far their practice will 
warrant this profession, I have endeavoured to 
demonstrate, by way of dialogue, under the character 
of a Friend and that of a Well-wisher. 



DIALOGUE. 



Well-wisher. The day has arrived, in which I 
observe many pertinent remarks made against the 
continuance of slavery. But, as it respects myself» 
I have long been convinced that it had its origin in 
covetousness and injustice, and that its continuance 
is principally promoted by those two causes, whether 
under the mask of tradition and custom or not : for 
only remove these two causes, and the system will 
immediately cease to exist. 

Friend. Hast thou ever been a slave-holder, or 
lived in a slave-holding state? 

Well-wisher, No, I never have held slaves, nor 
resided in a slave state. Neither do I wish to» 
from a conviction of the serious evils and difficulties 
that the system, of necessity, introduces upon the 
slave-holder and the enslaved ; if for no other 
reason than this, it is an indisputable evidence of itisi 
unrighteousness. Hence I believe those who have 
the least to do with the slaves are th« best off. Yet 
I wish them well. 

Friend, Although thy observations appear so 
far correct, neverUieless, as we have never held 
slaves, nor resided in a slave state, perhaps we do 
not sufficiently consider, that many of those who ar0 
slave-holders have been instructed and bred up 
from childhood, by their parents, to consider the 
slaves as their property, and only fit for servants; 
hence this sentiment becomes firmly fixed in the 
minds of the children when arrived to manhood ; as the 
slaves are secured to them by the law of inheritance 
in that c^se provided^ 



Well-wisher. It may be very true that the slave- 
holders are blinded in their understandings by 
custom and education ; but this does not alter the^ 
nature of justice between man and man, as described 
by the great lawgiver, viz. " All things whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you,, do ye- 
even so to them." This, I believe, all are equally 
bound to observe. Education can never alter the 
immutable laws of justice ; foi^ the moment we admit 
that the principle of justice between man and man 
is, or ought to be changed, to suit our prejudices, 
which may arise from education or tradition, we at 
the same time abandon a principle by whix^h our 
prejudices ought to be tried and regulated ; otherwise 
the grossest acts of dishonesty may be committed 
with impurity. 

Friend. Do the slave-holders profess to be Chris- 
tians.? 

Well-wisher. Indeed I suppose they do : but if 
we judge of them by their fruits, it would appear as 
though their claim to Christianity was small ; unless 
we should conclude that Christianity admits of the 
daily and wilful commission of that which is morally 
unjust, and entirely at variance with what we would 
be unwilling to receive at the hand of another. 

Friend. Though thou viewest slavery in this light, 
and seemest to feel an interest in the introduction of a 
sure and ready method for the eradiction of the 
evil, yet hast thou duly considered, that it is not the 
act of one man alone, but of thousands, and perhapjs 
millions united in the same system of cruelty? 
Hence the withdrawal of an individual from it, 
would have no more effect in remedying the evil,, 
than a bucket of water taken from the sea would 
lessen the quantity therein, unless the government 
and the community at large should engage in the 
suppression of slavery likewise. 

Well-wisher. 1 must acknowledge I feel for the 
slaves, and their masters too ; and as I wish, them 
well, I want they should not be any longer deceived 
bjr false glosses and unsound reasoning : for I caimok 
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gee why an indiridual who lays any claim to Chris- 
tianity, and knows that he is accountable for his own 
deeds, should hesitate a moment to put in practice 
what he acknowledges to be just and right ; upon the 
principle of supposing that others may be deficient 
therein, or vainly waiting for law to enforce justice, 
since the law is nothing more or less than the 
desires of the people made known through the 
medium of the legislature. Hence, let the community 
in their practica become just, and a law for the 
abolition of slavery would be made sure. Hence, an 
individual freeing his slaves on right principles, may 
be as free and clear from the iniquity of slavery as 
though all the world were so ; and as if the laws of all 
states and nations had abolished slavery. The case 
is so plain and clear, it does seem to me that every 
individual, any way concerned in holding slaves, 
may see if they will, that tlie remedy for this evil is 
in their own hands, consequently the guilt rest 
on their own hearts if not applied. 

Friend, While we are endeavouring to come to 
points of justice between man and man, is it not 
necessary to bear in mind, that many of those slave- 
holders have actually paid large sums of money for 
their sJaves, which to theni may appear like a great 
sacrifice, should they manumit them ? 

Well-wisher, This position is not well founded ; 
for I never can admit, that he who purchases a 
slave can have any better right to such slave than 
the first person by whom he was stolen or captured ; 
though there may have been a transfer to the fiftieth 
person, of whom the last purchase was made. I am 
as well a wisher to the master as the slave, but 
between the two, I should think the master indebted 
to his slave for all the time he had deprived him of 
his liberty and earnings* 

Friend. Is there not a possibility of our getting 
into the slave business by degrees, without duly 
considering the unrighteousness and injustice of sucn 
a practice^ in all its bearings, from the circumstance 
of othera being engaged in puTchasui^ ^tkd Vjl^A^Lvq^ 
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slaves, and the thing being customary and generallj- 
approved ? 

Well-wisher. Does it change the nature of 
iniquity, because it is entered upon gradually ? I 
think not. It is very true those who choose custom 
for their governor, (whether just or unjust,) are very 
liable to be rendered fit subjects for slave-holders* 
and it is probable that many have entered into the 
system at this or some similar door ; and perhaps 
altogether for want of cultivating a disposition to 
keep in the path of rectitude in lesser things, have 
now become prepared for this the highest grade of 
dishonesty. But admitting some through ignorance 
have engaged in the system, without properly view- 
ing the magnitude of the evil, these when awakened 
to an examination into the subject, must see that 
such practice is at variance with every principle of 
justice and Christianity, unless through selfishness 
wilfully blind ; and if so it is no marvel, if these are 
pleading their frivolous and unreasonable excuses, 
in defence of so unreasonable a practice. 

Friend. If we admit that slavery is an evil, and 
one of no ordinary character, does it not follow, that 
in our attempts to remedy the evil we ought to 
have such a regard to the method, as not to commit 
a greater evil, in doing it away by entering toa 
hastily upon it ; without, by degrees, first preparing 
the slaves for liberty ? 

Well'Wisher. Certainly, we never should commit 
great evils to remedy small ones. But this language 
made use of in such a case, appears to me intended 
as a cloak, under which the slave-holder may put 
off, and put off, from time to time, and as long as 
time lasts screen himself from reducing his con- 
victions to practice. But the idea of holding slaves, 
for a time limited or unlimited, to prepare them for 
liberty, is abhorrent to reason and good sense, for this 
is the very school in which they have received a 
disqualification, for wholesome subjects, (if it is so ;) 
then to say, " Continue yet longer to prepare i^ 
i?eop]e for liberty, who under this ordeal hate already 
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arrived to such a state of depravity, that we are 
almost afraid to trust them with liberty, only under 
the restraint of just and impartial laws," would 
be as inconsistent as to look for a stream of water 
to rise higher than the fountain, or that effects should 
exceed their cause — that the instant, in which we are 
prepared to acknowledge slavery to be a violation of 
moral honesty, and at open variance with every 
principle of Christianity, we acknowledge the system 
fit only for immediate abolishment. 

Friend. After a careful and candid examination 
into the subject of slavery, I must acknowledge, I 
can find nothing in the system worth saving. Hence 
reason and Christianity speak one language, thai 
there should be no tjme lost in plucking it up root 
and branch: but this conclusion if adopted directly 
leads to some further inqviry, whether none others 
are in any way concerned in the system except the 
immediate slave-holders, that all may be manifest in 
whom the cause exists. 

Well-wisher. This inquiry I think a very proper 
one, that every person may be sure that they stand 
clear of contributing, in any degree, to the contin- 
uance of this unrighteous practice ; but I am not 
prepared to see that the guilt of holding slaves can 
extend to any other person beyond the holder ; as 
every man is accountable for his own deeds. 

Friend. It is true we are each accountable for 
our own deeds — hence the importance of their 
being good. But my views of the slave system being 
entirely confined to the immediate holders of slavers^ 
are not exactly in accordance with thine : for what 
dost thou understand to be the principal inducement 
in becoming slave-holders ? 

Well-wisher. The accumulation of wealth by 
unrequited labour, that they may live in greater ease 
and ic^eness than ever was designed by an All-wisa 
Providence, I conclude must generally be the lead- 
ing object. 

Friend. Is the trade of the slaye-holderSf coO" 
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PREFACE. 



" They that feared the Lord npeke often one to another." Mai. 
lu. 16. 

Man is so constituted, that in all his investigations 
of truth and error, of whatever character the 
source may he from whence the evidence is derived, 
he is hound sciupulously to adhere to his own judg- 
ment so made, until such judgment is changed hy 
higher evidence ; unless determined to violate known 
duty. Hence those who, in their judgment, are 
opposed to the slave system, are hy duty necessitated 
to oppose it, so far as comes within their influence. 
Now we observe many who profess to stand precisely 
on this ground, and who lay full claim to the charac- 
ter of a well-wisher to the enslaved people of colour, 
and who desire a dissolution of those bonds by which 
they are h olden ; but how far their practice will 
warrant this profession, I have endeavoured to 
demonstrate, by way of dialogue, under the character 
of a Friend and that of a Well-wisher. 
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pfoTOcation to deprive another of his liberty and 
earnings as long as he lives, is the grossest kind of 
robbery, let the intention of the robber be what it 
may; and admitting it possible for the purchaser to 
be innocent in his intention, in the purchasing of 
the slave-holder, it does not follow that he does net 
pay him for his unjust gain^ and thus furnish the 
mainspring to the system, — but the inference is /air, 
as the assertion is founded in undeniable fact. 

WeU'Wisher, Though unable to clear myself 
from patronising slavery as long as I unreservedly 
partake of its products, yet until the refusal of such 
products shall become general, I see no use in 
individual refusal, so long as there are enough who 
stand ready to purchase all such articles, when 
brought to market ; therefore the system will have its 
support, independently of some few individuals who 
may refuse to purchase those articles which are pro- 
duced by slave-labour. 

Friend. But how; does this correspond with thy 
prescription, to the immediate slave-holder, that he 
should free his slave, and that too immediately, upon 
the principle of having no just right to him whatever ; 
and that by so doing, he would stand as clear from 
slavery as though all others holding slaves did the 
like. And now art thou prepared to plead the same 
excuse in support of thy practice, which thou ha«t 
fairly shown to be inconsistent when offered by thy 
agent, the slave-holder,, in defence of his practice, 
under precisely parallel circumstances ? 

Well-wisher. Notwithstanding I am imable to 
deny but that my present practice with others gives 
vital support to the slave system, yet I am unwilling 
to make any change, unless I can see a chance of 
improvement therein ; for I fear this refusal to use 
the products of slave-labour, will be attended wiih 
some pecuniary sacrifice, and no small mortification 
to my feelings, from the liability of being judged 
superstitious and over-zealous, and only entering 
upon a chain of practice that will not hold together. 
JF)riend, Is it not extraordinary, that thou should^t 



DIALOGUE. 



Well-wisher. The day has arrived, in which I 
observe many pertinent remarks made against the 
continuance of slavery. But, as it respects myself^ 
I have long been convinced that it had its origin in 
covetousness and injustice, and that its continuance 
is principally promoted by those two causes, whether 
under the mask of tradition and custom or not : for 
only remove these two causes, and the system will 
immediately cease to exist. 

Friend. Hast thou ever been a slave-holder, or 
lived in a slave-holding state? 

Well-wisher. No, I never have held slaves, nor 
resided in a slave state. Neither do I wish to» 
from a conviction of the serious evils and difficulties 
that the system, of necessity, introduces upon the 
slave-holder and the enslaved ; if for no other 
reason than thfs, it is an indisputable evidence of its 
unrighteousness. Hence I believe those who have 
the least to do with the slaves are the best off. Yet 
I wish them well. 

Friend. Although thy observations appear so 
far correct, nevertheless, as we have never held 
slaves, nor resided in a slave state, perhaps we do 
not sufficiently consider, that many of those who ar0 
slave-holders have been instructed and bred up 
from childhood, by their parents, to consider the 
slaves as their property, and only fit for servants; 
hence this sentiment becomes firmly fixed in the 
minds of the children when arrived to manhood ; as the 
slaves are secured^ to them by the law of inheritance 
\xk that case provided* 
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some appearance of reaMii in it, bat I trust, I shall 
be able to show that it has none in reality. Now 
the object aimed at in those refusals are two-fold, 
firsU a being right and iust in oursi^es, and 
secondlf/t hereby removing the prop which supports, 
and is the inducement for the more immediate slave* 
holder to continue this system. 

Well-wisher. I must acknowledge^ those are the 
objects, and the only objects, that any reasonable 
person can suppose to be aimed at, by the refusal of 
the products of slave-labour ; but how is this to be 
effected, seeing there are so thany channels through 
which it flows. 

Friend. I do not believe that injustice and un- 
righteousness have become so universal that there is 
no way left to avoid the commission of them, and 
especially in this case : for in the first place, we find 
ourselves placed in a flourishing and fertile country, 
abounding with the necessaries of life ; in the next 
place, if we choose to receive products from a foreign 
market, we have the privilege of employing judicious 
men as agents to purchase such goods only, as, by 
certificates or otherwise, (if necessary,) can be made 
iappear evident is the product of free labour, and 
this course of practice entered into by individuals, 
making it a point to do as they would like to be 
done by. These, I trust, would feel and be clear in 
themselves, if none others did the like; but com- 
munities are composed of individuals, and individuals 
thus letting their practice keep pace with conviction, 
a reformation is begun, and in a very short time 
must unavoidably produce a reform in the practice 
of the immediate slave-holders. For the consumers, 
by doing justice, and refusing to join with the pos- 
sessors of slaves in their unrighteousness, would 
make it to their advantage to do that from a motive 
of interest, which they ought to do from a principle 
of justice: A reform thus begun, would go on 
harmoniously either from principle or interest, or 
both, so that it must be evident to every unpreju- 
djced rejecting mind, that nolVimg \« v^^xilvcL^ but a 
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decided preference with tlie coasumers for produce 
of free labour, and an absolute refusal of all the 
principal products of slave-labour, to cause the sys* 
tern to vanish as a vapour. 

Well'Vnsher. I wish the slaves and their masters 
out of all their difficulties ; but though the way to 
help them out^ or by which they might help them- 
selves, appears so clearly laid open, yet I have one 
objection to adopting the practice of refusing the 
slave-labour produce : — that is, I suppose from the 
best infori nation I have, the specie we make use of 
is procured through oppression not much short df 
slavery. Hence refusing to promote oppression in 
one way, and encouraging and aiding it in another, 
would characterise my practice with an incon- 
sistency which I do not like to be charged with. 

Friend. This excuse for a non-compliance with 
known and acknowledged duty, I conclude, is only 
offered for want of a better. As to whether there h 
or is not oppression in the procuring of specie, I am 
not about to determine, for this, I apprehend, is. fo- 
reign to the subject we are discoursing upon ; yet if 
we admit there is, and an efficient remedy opens to 
us, I hope we shall be sure to embrace it. But this 
being so or not, certainly can have nothing to do 
with helping or hindering us from laying the axe of 
justice and mercy to the root of the corrupt and 
wicked system of slavery, as practised in some of the 
southern states, by manfully refusing its products. — 
Does not thy case bear a near resemblance to King 
David's, when he passed a severe sentence upon 
himself, in consequence oi his iniquity being pre- 
sented to him, only under disguise, as another's. For 
the sum and substance of thy discourse appears to be 
ttiis, — i'nuu lai^esi a vitivv oi slavei^ citiu passest 
sentence upon it as being unjust and anti-Christian, 
but, holdinff no slaves thyself, only sees the evil 
existing in the immediate possessor of slaves. In this 
case ttiou hast a sufficient discrimination to trace, 
the slave system to its origin, and can pronounce 



...J* 



16 

to be covetousness and injustice, (generally at 
least,) and that on these causes its continuance rests ; 
also proposing a remedy, when, how, and whefe to 
apply it. Let the slave-holder's case be what it may 
if he only stands in the character of a slave-holder, 
he must refrain from ' eovetousness, and cease fronn 
injustice, and that too^iregardless of what others may 
do in the like case, and his cure is sure. Therefore 
all excuses with the slave-holder are alike vain, 
having the remedy in his own hands. But on enter- 
ing a Tittle more minutely into an examination of the 
nature^ extent, and grounds of slavery, thou didst 
find and didst justly acknowledge, that in generftl, the 
motive for holding slaves, is a desire for wealth, and 
the love of idleness contrary to the will of a gracious 
Providence ; and that these objects in the holding of 
slaves are entirely frustrated, unless a sufficient 
number of consumers of the produce of slave-labour 
will consent to employ the slave-holders as agents, so 
as to make this occupation profitable to them. 
Hence the absolute dependence of the slave system 
upon the consumers for its support. Here thou be- 
ginnest to see and acknowledge thyself, in practice at 
least to be a participator in the slave system, and one 
oX those who are characterised as its chief promoters. 
But here seems to be a halting-place, filled with good 
wishes, good professions, good exclamations against 
slavery and slave-holders, good denunciations against 
cruelty and oppression, and it would seem as though 
there was a disposition to try any thing else in 
preference to thy own prescription — ceasing froib 
covetousness and refraining from injustice — merely 
because it must make a change in thy practice ; but 
be assured if this is harder to be endured by thee, 
than the change which thou so highly recommendest 
to the more immediate slave-holder, then it must be 
because there is a greater discordance between thy 
practice and the remedy than his. 

A few more remarks and I shall close. FirsU I 

fee] disposed to put the most favourable construction 

vpon thy- dealing in and using the products of slave-^ 
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labour that the nature of the case will admit, and 
more favourable I trust than thou art prepared to 
maftifest to the immediate holder of slaves^ by con- 
sidering the long continued practice of slavery 
sanctioned by law and custom, and also the use of 
the produce of slave-labour being of no less con- 
tinuance, and practised too, by the greatest pro- 
fessors of Christianity, and perhaps by thy parents 
grand-parents, 6cc. ; and under these circumstances, 
suppose it very possible for thee to have become 
introduced into the practice of dealing in and using 
the products of slave-labour, inadvertently, without 
even thinking of, or considering its tendency and 
bearing upon the unrighteous system of slavery a»' 
being its life and support. But after being awakened 
to a right sense thereof, permit me to entreat thee, 
as thy friend, to let no time be lost in falling in 
with thy conviction, lest thy conscience condemn 
thee — and if thy conscience condemn thee, God is 
greater. Bear in mind, '* Blessed are the merciful 
for they shall obtain mercy." Remember the poor 
and oppressed slaves ; their sighs and groans for the 
enjoyment of liberty under tyrannical treatment ; 
forget not the dissipated life of the slave-holder, and 
the end to which it leads many who are exercised 
therein, introducing their posterity also into the 
same inhuman practice. And above all, ever have in 
view the important responsibility that devolves upon 
the consumer^ of the produce of slaves' labour, by 
being delegated with every sufficient means for the 
entire eradication of the slave system. And lastly, if 
thou wilt be a wise man and happy, choose those 
ways, and those only that lead thereto, which are 
comprehended in dealing justly, loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with thy God. 
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